Primary and metastatic malignant tumors in soft tissue of skin. Diagnostic, surgical, and prognostic considerations for the foot.
Benign and malignant soft-tissue tumors are those that arise from mesenchymal (and some neuroectodermal) nonosteogenic and nonchondrogenic cells. The various primary malignant tumors are sarcomas with invasive and metastatic potential and are the same types that arise in the deeper tissues. In addition to sarcomas that arise directly in the dermis or subcutis, these tissue areas may be invaded by sarcomas from the deeper structures and by carcinomas and sarcomas metastatic to the skin. Dermal or subcutaneous cancers may appear clinically nondescript but are nonetheless dangerous, requiring an appropriately considered biopsy for identification and subsequent planning of patient care.